
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION: DEFINITION & MEASUREMENT PRACTICE 

APPENDIX A 

  Search terms:  

“physical activity participation” OR “participation in physical activity” 

AND “child* OR youth OR adolescent*” 

AND “disability” 

Transductions and wild card systems were used when available. For example, “child*” was 

entered to allow for child, childhood and children.  

Title and Abstract Screening (n = 822) 

Absence of key words in title or abstract excluded (n = 205)  

Mean age outside target age range (n = 173) 

Absence of physical activity participation outcome measure (n = 61) 

Review, case-report, research brief or conference abstract (n = 124) 

Not inclusive of children with disabilities (n = 250) 

Other (excluded n = 9) 

Although case reports and reviews were not included for full review, a secondary 

screening of their reference lists for eligible studies was conducted. 

Article in-press & unobtainable for full review (excluded n = 6) 

 

 

Articles included in review (n= 17) 
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Database Search Results (total n = 979) 

Academic Search Premier (n = 441) 

Web of Science (n = 427) 

PubMed/Medline (n = 96) 

PsychInfo (n = 15) 

 

Total articles for full review after duplicates removed (n= 227) 

 

Secondary audit by primary author (excluded n =102) 

Inconsistence use or absence of key word in body of text* (n = 68) 

Brief report, protocol, case report, conference abstract, or perspective (n = 13) 

Mean age of participants greater than 18 years (n = 2) 

Not inclusive of children with disabilities (n = 2) 

‘Physical activity participation’ not a measured outcome (n = 17) 

*Use of the term participation in the broader context of daily activities or life situations. 

In the case of the latter, articles were included if the key extraction points could be 

isolated within the article specifically for PA, sport, games, or active recreational 

participation 


